Capitol Punishment 


Categorically" Denied 



ONE OF THE most im- 
portant joibs in the ^Govem- 
ment today is to deny a story 
that has been printed in 
the press or 
a n nouneed 
on the radio. 

-The Spe- 
cial Assist- 
ant for De- 
nials in the 
Jo’hnson Ad- 
m inistration 
is a wispy 
1 1 1 1 1 e ' mail 
named John 
J. Categori- Buchwald 
oally, who has an, office 
deep in the ‘ bowels of the 
White House, where he i^ay 
put out as many as 2(i> de- 
nials in one day. 

When I found Mr. Gate- 
-gorically, he was just finish- 
ing up a denial on a new 
American • military policy. 
IDictating into a machinei he 
said, “The United States de- 
nies that there has been any 
Shift in' its policy oh the use . 
of American tropps in 
South Viet-Nam. American 
eommaiiders have always 
had the right to use Ameri- 
can troops in combht iwro- 
viding the -South Vietha- 
mese forces request them. 
This is a -recorded an- 
nouncement.” 

He put dpwn the niicro- 
phofae and said to me,’ 
“What can'l do for you?” , 




“^R, TH:E America h 
people are useh to every 
sort of a denial under the 
Johnson Administration, but 
nobody knows how your de- 


partment whrks. Could you 
explain it? 

“WeU, every morning dll 
the staff members have a 
meeting and we decide what 
we’re going to announce 
that day. Then while some- 
body is working on the an- 
nouncement I am working 
oh the denial.” 
“Simultaneously?”! 

asked.-! - 

“Of course. It would be 
very dangerous to. issue a 
statement , without a denial 
backing it up. The press 
would never believe us. Let 
me give you. an example. 

“Last week, Geh. Maxwell 
Taylor, our Ambassador to . 
SpUth Viet-Nam, came .back 
to the United States for a 
meeting with the President. 
The White House made the > 
announcement, and then I 
drafted a denial that he had 
returned for any special 
^ reason. As soon as the de^ 
ndai.was put out, the news- 
papers realized something 
important was up, and the 
story got a much better 
play.” 

“The denial was the key,”' 

I said in aohazement. 

“Exactlj?.^ 

“DO . YOU ALWAYS wait 
for an announcement before 
■you deny something?” 

“Not necessarily. Some- * 
times we feel iPs better to 

- deny an action just before 
we do it, more or less to 
prepare the people for it. 

- For examTple, if we- are 
going to send a division of 

" Marines into Viet-Nam, I 
will first prepare a denial ■ 
that such plans are in the i 
''.works.” ■ . 1 

“But what happens when 
you do send in a Marine di- 
vision?” 

“Then we deny that we 
ever denied we said we 
weren’t going to send them. 
Sometimes the , Pentagon 
will deny a White House 
story and sbnietimes the 
State Department will deny 
a Pentagon story. In this 
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way, we’re always covered.” 
“Aren’t there ever any 
slip-ups?” 

“In an operation this big 
there have to be,” he re- 
plied. “We had a heck of a 
time in the Dominican Re- ! 
public. First, we had to 

deny we were supporting 
either side in the tevolu- 
'tipn. Then we had to deny 
we were' supporting the 
rebels. ^ 

- “Then we had to deny we 
were supporting the rhilita- 
ry junta. Then we had to 
deny we were violating the 
‘OAS treaty. Ambassador 
Adlai E. Stevenson was on 
the phone to me 14 times a 
day.” . . 

“It sounds like a tough 
business,” I said. 

“I don’t mind it,” he said. 

JUST THEN A red phone 
rang and Mr. Categorically 
Picked it up. 

He took a pencil and 

started /writing. “Yes, sir, 
you want to issue a denial' 
that you are annoyed with 
critics of your foreign policy. 

I got it. You welcome dif- 
ferences of opinion. ' Even 
from college professors. No, 
sir, it’s no problmn. I’ll have 
it ready for you in a haK- 
hour.” 
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